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Holocaust Museum Refelction

I haven’t been to the Holocaust museum since I was in 8th grade. Seeing it as a 17 year
old who had taken US and European history really opened my eyes to the whole museum. I was
astonished by everything in this museum and it has really stayed with me since I have been
home. Everything from the pictures on the walls to the room with the people speaking about their
experience struck me. I remember getting out of the elevator and being greeted by a huge picture
on the wall of bodies that had been burned just all laying on top of each other. It set the tone for
the whole museum. Another thing that made me stop and really think about the people who lived
in the concentration camps, were the videos at the time of liberation. THe whole video was filled
with dead bodies being tossed into massive graves or people who looked so malnourished they
were practically dead. The images of these people have stayed with me since seeing them, and
even being home I cannot stop thinking about how someone could let that happen or even think
to do something like that. When walking into the museum, Mrs. Palmer said that the slogan of
the museum was, “This museum is a question.” This was in the back of my mind the whole time
we were there. However, it was not until the end of the exhibits that I realized the question did
not have to do with the Holocaust, it had to do with me. I realized the question, at least in my
interpretation, was how can you make sure no one is treated less than another. This is a big
question and issue that may be hard for one person to answer or fix. However, I can always try.
Coming home I have realized that this does not have to mean going to the senate about injustices,
but it can simply mean smiling at someone in the hallway who looks like they have had a bad
day. Even though I did not live through the Holocaust, it has had a lasting effect on me through

the Holocaust museum and history classes.
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Holocaust Museum Reflection
My visit to the Holocaust Museum was a remarkably moving experience. When I was

walking through the exhibits and different rooms I was able to learn about all the horrific events

that took place before, during, and after the Holocaust. It made me realize just how important it

is to learn about what happened in the past, no matter how bad it is, so that we can learn from our

mistakes to prevent anything similar from happening in the future. Something that struck me

about the museum was the videos behind the walls. To me, these were important to see because

they gave us a glimpse into something that they dont show in any given history class. The videos

were very horrific and showed multiple dead bodies and the living conditions of the Jews. After

watching the videos I made the connection that while the Natzis belittled the Jews down to as if

they were nothing, they were nothing in the sense that they had no muscles and their bodies were

just bones with skin hanging down from them. This experience changed the way that [ treat

others today because I now have a better understanding of what it means to be a bystander and an

upstander. Bystanders just sit back and watch things happen, not making any effort to make

things better. Whereas upstanders stand up for what they believe in and don't just sit back and

watch things happen. The Holocaust was as bad as it was because of upstanders and by-standers.

If everybody becomes upstanders, things like this won't happen again. So, in my everyday life, I

make sure that I am the upstander in every situation possible. And finally, the museum's slogan is

that the museum is a question. The museum isn't there to answer the question of why, it's there to




tell the story of what happened, it's our job to tell the story of why and how so that we can

continue its legacy so that it doesn't get lost in the past.



Holocaust Reflection
I took a trip to Washington DC with my school this past weekend. I stayed there for four
days and saw many amazing buildings, monuments, and memorials. But, I am most

importantly writing about the Holocaust museum. When I attended the museum I made some

connections along the way. A connection I made was between the violence and discrimination

from the camps and throughout the Holocaust that apply to what we see and hear on the news
today. Before the Holocaust happened Germany was suffering from many post war issues. These
issues angered and downgraded the German powerhouse. However, when communist leader
Adolf Hitler came to power things changed. Hitler, after coming to power, decided to think of a

plan and way to get out of the mess they were in. He decided to blame these problems on the

Jews. During the Holocaust the Jews were discriminated against and chosen to work in the

concentration camps. They were also forced to wear the star of David on their clothes. Just like

what happened during the Holocaust we see this discrimination towards black people today.
Along with this discrimination there was violence. Many younger kids were sent to work long

hours while losing much weight from lack of food and nutrients. On the other hand, men and

women of older age were sent straight to the gas chambers and were killed instantly. This

violence applies to what is going on in real life in the war with Ukraine and Russia, and Hamas

and Israel. The wars that are going on around the world are acts of cruelty and superiority




amongst the other countries. As the Holocaust was a time of terror and death, the museum itself
was solemn and sad. As I walked around and read the captions around the museum I could feel
the solemn and sad mood inside of me. Many people had lost their families through the
Holocaust and were shedding some tears reading and seeing a picture of their loved one. These
quiet moments allowed me to realize why they made this museum. It was trying to send me a
message. This message was a way of communication for me in my own life. The museum was
not only there for the historical and viewing part, but for a deeper meaning that I came to
understand. After going through all the exhibits I realized that there was a goal I needed to keep
in check. I needed to prevent these things from happening in my own life. Some of the things I
would do first was ask myself questions. Some of those questions were, “What makes a person
want to kill another individual? What pain are these people going through to make them act with
violence and hatred? How can I prevent this from happening in my own life?” I thought it
through for a while and came to understand that words can really hurt a person. The hatred of a
person to another individual is so powerful that they can lose their entire self. All the time I see
people sobbing from a mean comment or a harmful action caused to someone. There is what is
wrong. We need to bring happiness and joy to every individual because we were all created in
the image and likeness of God, and we should all be treated equally no matter how we look,
smell, or talk. Discrimination is tearing our world down and that is what needs to be changed.
We need peace and joy in our world, not violence and hatred. In conclusion, the Holocaust
museum was very impactful to me during my stay and I hope people in our world can understand

the message that the Holocaust museum presents.



Carter B.
DC Trip Reflection

19/3/24

Holocaust Reflection

My one major question was: What causes a person to see another
human being as incapable of life, and how does that come to fruition.
These catastrophic events are terrible examples of how corrupt we people
are, and also it helps us to understand that we in fact do have a sin nature.
Another thing | discovered at the museum that served to enlighten me was
how the Holocaust was completed in steps and had a process and a
mindset behind it. This concerns me because there are a lot of situations
occurring now that are similar to that specific time period, and one or two
bad things could take us down the exact same path. We human beings are
not perfect people, and it is smart to be aware of what pure hatred could
turn us into. Inside of us there is a desire for the right thing, and if someone

were to corrupt that need, we are essentially turned back to savagery.




DI/N A4

What connections did you make regarding your museum experience--what you saw and
what you learned there--and your own life today? How did this experience help you

examine your own choices at school, in your community and in the world at large?

While walking through the museum, | was struck by the brutality inflicted upon ordinary, innocent
people. These people, although from a completely different background than myself, were just
like me. They came from ordinary homes, went to ordinary schools, worked ordinary jobs, and
lived ordinary lives. In every sense, they were just like me. However, they were slaughtered and
tortured by the millions for slight invisible differences. Humanity had never experienced a
genocide of this magnitude. The designers of the Holocaust did not see the Jews as humans,
they viewed them as monsters. At times | may become enraged at someone for something they
said or did. Occasionally, in those short moments, | may forget that person’s inherent dignity and
worth as a human being. Before coming to this museum, | knew what the Holocaust was and |
knew that 6 million Jews were killed. | could never fully grasp how such an atrocity could be
perpetrated. Now, however, | realize that small instances of hatred, regardless of how small, are
seeds that can grow into great evils. The Holocaust was not carried out by one man alone; it
was carried out by an entire society instilled with antisemitism over a millennia. | came out of the
Holocaust museum with a new understanding of the capability of people to commit
inconcievable evils, evils that are committed by ordinary people against ordinary people. From
now on, any time | witness a seed of evil in myself or another, | hope to remember that such

mere evils can lay the foundation to an unimaginable atrocity.



Personal Reflection: Smithsonian Holocaust Museum

Regarding my experience at the Holocaust Museum, the main connection that I can make
to my life is that people tend to follow the strongest figure, even when it doesn’t align with their
own beliefs. For example, most Germans involved in the Holocaust did not truly belief in the
master race and the dream of racial purity, especially if the method to achieve the dream was
genocide. Again, most didn’t fully know due to extensive propaganda, but many could have put
two and two together. They simply chose not to, because it was easier to follow the strong than
stand up to it. The way I connect this to my life is similar but on a smaller scale. Individuals of
my generation tend to be viewed negatively due to the radical people who do exist, and the rest
of my generation who follow them because they are sheep. That is why so many people go to
these protests and say crazy things, not all of them firmly believe in it, but peer pressure and the
mob take over. The experience doesn’t affect my school life much because I already avoid the
radicals and...divergent individuals as best I can, and I still intend to, but perhaps more so
following my experience. Considering the slogan of the museum I think there are multiple
questions, of which the greatest are: How did this happen? Why did it happen? How do we
ensure it never happens again? Personally, I believe the latter to be the most important of the
three listed. A classmate was asking me at the museum, why we need to learn about the
Holocaust. “This doesn’t affect my life at all”, is what he said to me. I completely disagree, and I
further believe it is our responsibility to remember such an event and teach others about it,

because that is how we ensure that there is NEVER another Holocaust.
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Holocaust reflection

The Holocaust Museum really opened my eyes up to the horry that happened
during WWII. Although | already knew a fair bit about the Holocaust, | finally got an
in-depth look into it. | knew it was going to be sad but | wasn’t prepared at all for all the
terrifying things that actually happened to them. It was the most gruesome thing I've
ever seen. From the start of the Holocaust with the Jews in the Ghettos to the
concentration camps where they were worked to death. This type of treatment toward
another human is unacceptable. Through this experience in the holocaust museum | got
two main emotions, sadness and anger. | always thought that the museum would be
sad and depressing but when | went in there it was a lot more sad than | could have
ever imagined. The reason why | show anger is because how could someone do this to
other human beings. They did nothing wrong yet they were targeted and 6 million jews
were burned, shot, starved to death working day and night without any food or warmth.
Although this Museum gave me many mixed emotions | am really glad to have gone on
this Washington DC trip. It was a very educational, memorable, and life changing
experience that really made me notice how important it is to know the truth. This
museum is really life changing and memorable because this is the way to fight
anti-semitism. The only way to fight it is to understand it and the destruction that they
caused. This museum truly had a big impact on me and it makes me wanna fight

against any other type of anti-semitism and change the world for the better.



Holocaust Museum Reflection

Luka Kucinic

When | first walked into the Museum, | was not expected all that much, I had spent a
long weekend in DC and | thought this was just the last trip. Nonetheless | was kind of looking
forward to this museum as the Holocaust is something | am interested in. The first thing that
struck me as | was walking through the museum was how quiet it was. | had been to many other
museums that weekend but this one was dead quiet, even though there was so many people
inside. It really made me think about the seriousness and sadness of where | was. As | went
further into the museum | saw a Jewish mantlepiece that had been torn up by the Nazis. This
piece of furniture was part of this family for generations, and in a instant of blind hate it was
destroyed. It was destroyed by someone who had no idea who these people were, did not know
them, but solely hated them for what they believed in. This is the saddest part to me, millions
upon millions of people were oppressed simply because they had different ideas than others.
This is really what | took away from this whole museum experience, hate based off of different
beliefs. | believe that this experience was very impotant for me because it showed me that |
should not be so hasty to judge others and be rude to them, this idea is part of the opression
that the Jews faced. Instead | should be more loving and considerate to all | meet. Visiting this
museum this weekend really opened my heart up to the struggles of the Jewish people during

the Holocaust and gave me determination to never let something like this happen again.



